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It is the Mission of First Presbyterian Church of San Bernardino, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to
proclaim the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship and celebration, and teaching
and learning, so that lives are transformed and members are encouraged to use their special gifts to

care for and value, as God’s Beloved, each other and the community in which we live.
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"It’s only in the wilderness that you can see the stars.

That’s what city living has taught me.

We can shine a light on the things we want to see—
Fluorescent and bright, lighting up dark alleys.

However, it’s only in the wilderness that you can see the stars."

--Sara Are

Join us as we journey through the wilderness this Lent. We worship together on
Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. We offer a visio divina class before worship at 9:30
a.m. where we reflect on that mornings scripture and artwork. We offer Quiet
Nights with a soup supper and time of readings and reflection at 6:00 p.m. on
Thursdays until Maundy Thursday, April 9, when we will meet at 7:00 p.m. for
our Maundy Thursday communion service.
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2020 Deacons:

Steve Smith, Pastoral Support

Class of 2020: Mario Bolaños, Stephani Congdon, Charlotte Pringle, Brad Smith, Judy Steppins

Class of 2021: Dan Direen, Robin Edwards, Marianna Fowles, Martha Pinckney, Jim Siegmund

Class of 2022: Mark Adelson, Carmen Avila, Janet McKinster, Carol Valentine, Sue Zeitler

Deacon's Food Ministry
by Dan Direen, Chair of the Deacon's Food Ministry Committee

Easter Dinner Boxes
Would you like to help a family in need at Easter with a holiday dinner?

The Board of Deacons and the Food Ministry Committee will distribute 20

Easter dinner boxes on Palm Sunday, April 5th.

Members who wish to sponsor (and deliver) a dinner can sign up on

March 20th and the deadline is April 3rd. The list will be at the reception

desk.

Whether sponsoring a dinner or not, please consider signing up to donate

a ham for the dinner boxes. Thank you!

***********************************

Food Ministry Saturday
As you might know, your Board of Deacons provides much needed food to

our community one Saturday each month.

We'd love to have your help! Meet us in Fellowship Hall on Friday before

the 3rd Saturday each month to bag food from 8:30 to 10:30 am.

On the 3rd Saturday at 8:30 we make final preparations to distribute the

food from 9:00 to 11:00 am. Please join us!

Thanks to everyone for their continued support of this vital program.

If you would like to know more about the food ministry, Sally Morris
explains all on page 7.

The Childcare Center children helped prepare food bags.

Each week, we have congregation members
who greet all worshippers as they enter the
sanctuary. Robin Edwards coordinates the
greeters.Checkwithher if youwould like to fill
inablankspot.Whereyousee justonename,
we could use someone else to greet as well.

March 1- Jane and Gill Snyder

8 - Carol Valentine & Judy Steppins

15 - Pat & Sally Morris

22 - Carmen Avila

29 - Martha Pinckney & Linda Kaufman

April 5 - (Palm Sunday) Kathy and Dale
Showman

12 - (Easter) Sue Zeitler, Hallie Smith, &
Kaiyah DuBois, Martha Pinckney

19 - Linda McCarl & Jeanne Clark

26 - Brad Smith & Neal Williams

May 3rd - Cindi and Charlotte Pringle

May 10th - ?&?

May 17th - Judy Steppins & Carol
Valentine

May 24th - Stephani & Marissa Congdon

31st - ? &?

Ministry of Hospitality

In Memoriam
February 2020

Marjorie Owens
July 12, 1931-February 16, 2020

"In life and in death we belong to God"



Page 3 First Press Volume 57, Issue 1

Office Hours

Mark 6:30-32 Modern English Version (MEV)

Theapostlesmetwith Jesus and told himeverything, bothwhat they haddoneandwhat they had taught. ThenHesaid to them,
“Come away by yourselves to a remote place and rest a while,” for manywere coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat.

What a gift it is to this congregation that our church staff is made up of loving, creative, dedicated professionals. They work
longer, more inconsistent (according to needs) and more interrupted hours than we could ever pay them for! They are God's
hands, hearts and ears for all of us. Like Jesus' disciples, they also need time to recharge, relax, worship and just be part of
our church community.

All staff members have office hours. Please be respectful of these posted hours and understanding when staff members are
not available.

Church Office: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

PastorSandy:Monday8:00a.m.-5:00p.m.LifeSkillz andstudyday.Tuesday,Wednesday, andThursday9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
in the church office, Saturday work from home, Sunday worship and afternoon by appointment. Friday is Pastor Sandy's
Sabbath Day.

PastorWendy: Tuesday andWednesday 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in the church office, Thursday and Friday as needed, Sunday
worship and sometimes KidSpace, adult ed classes, and/or youth group. Monday, Wendy usually dedicates to her work at
Crafton Hills College. Saturday is Wendy's Family & Sabbath Day.

Mimi (Office Administrator): Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Laurie (Secretary and Bookkeeper): Tuesday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

James (Facilities Manager): Sunday-Thursday 5:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Marilyn (Volunteer): email anytime

First Presbyterian Childcare Center: Monday-Friday 6:30am- 6:00pm

Sally Earp (Director): Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

None of us can schedule crises and needs and nobody on the church staff wants anyone to feel ignored or alone. Please reach
out to the church office or the church office answering machine at any time and with any need. Our faithful staff will make sure
you are heard.

By Lynette DuClos Adelson for the Personnel Committee

Worship Information Deadline Change
byWendy Lamb, Commissioned Local Pastor

At the beginning of each week, Pastor Sandy and I meet to debrief the prior week's worship and discuss the direction of the
upcoming week's worship. We talk about the scripture texts, the possible direction for the sermon, anything Pastor Sandy
particularly wishes to note, and possible special events that need to be incorporated into worship (welcoming new members,
blessingsomeonewho is leaving, ordainingand installingofficers, commissioningMission trips,PWLifeMembers,Graduation
acknowledgements, etc.). I then create the order of worship based on our discussions and on information from other sources
(music from theorganist, choir director, andbell choir director, anyannouncementsorMoments forMIssion thatwill be included
within theworship services). I carefully adjust for the flowand order depending onwhat themusic is andwhat else is happening
that morning.

All this is to say that it is important forme to receive all worship information in a timelymanner. The sooner we have information
and requests the better. I usually begin working on the order of worship on Tuesday and try to finish before I leave the office
onWednesday. Because Iwork early in theweek, the personnel committee is asking that all worship information (music,
Moments for Mission, special announcements) be received by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday. This gives me enough time
to work them into the flow of the service. Requests for time during worship (announcements, moments for mission, etc.) will
ideally be sent to Mimi in the office and to me (Wendy) and Sandy. Music already goes to all of the musicians plus Sandy, me,
Mimi, and Marilyn. This works out well as we all coordinate together.

If information comes later than 10:00 Wednesday morning, we might be able to accommodate a request, but it will not show
up in the printed order of worship.
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Youth Sunday is a long-standing tradition at First Pres, an opportunity for our
middle and high school students to prepare and lead a full worship service:
writing liturgy, choosing songs, decidingwhere to includewhat is familiar and
where to bring in new conventions. The whole youth group will work together
to decidewhat thehourwill hold,what theywant to express, the scripture they
want to use, the stories they wish to share. We began discussing youth
Sunday on February 23 and will continue planning, writing, and rehearsing
on Sundays after worship onMarch 8, March 29, April 5, and April 19.We
invite all 6th-12th grade youth to come join us as we prepare to lead

worship on Sunday, April 26.

Youth Sunday

Our church Easter Egg Hunt will be on the Saturday before Palm
Sunday, April 4th, in Fellowship Hall starting at 10 a.m. with fun crafts
by Carol, storytelling, followed by the Easter Egg Hunt. A sign-up sheet
for bringing colored/decorated hard boiled eggs, bags of individually
wrapped candies and plastic colored eggs (size of real eggs not big ones
for the candies) is at reception.

If you can, it would be greatly
appreciated if you put the
candies into the plastic eggs
before bringing them to the
church. Please make sure your
items are at the church by noon
on Thursday, April 2nd and label
your items for the Easter Egg
Hunt.

We are again inviting the
children in our community.
Thank you for supporting this
mission and fun event for our
congregation and the
neighborhood. Everyone is
welcome. Hope to see you and
your children hunting for eggs. If
youhavehiddeneggs in thepast
or would like to help on
Saturday, see Carol Valentine.

Save the
Date!

Annual Easter
Egg Hunt,

Saturday, April
4th

(Palm
Saturday).

Easter Egg Hunt

Palm Crosses
COME HELP US MAKE PALM
CROSSES! Please join us Saturday,
April 4th at 9:00 a.m. in Fireside Lounge
for fellowship and the creation of the
cherished palm crosses we distribute on
Palm Sunday. It's easy to learn and fun to
do! Bring your scissors or a pair of small
clippers and join in. You and the entire
congregation will be blessed. Everyone -
of any age - is invited.
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Session Synopsis

Passion, love, questioning, wonderfulness, sensitivity, adaptable...these are the words Elders used to describe the Session
meeting on 2/25.What a gift to feel theSpirit asweworked through difficult and complicated issues. Openingwith a discussion
of Psalm 51 which we read together through the hopefulness at the possibility of selling the property across the street from
the church, to reports from the reconfiguration task force and FPCCC task force and a lengthy, detailed lesson on how to read
the FPCSB financial statement, the group listened, questioned, affirmed, struggled and voted. The Psalmist prayed, "You
desire deep and inner truth; teach me your hidden wisdom" As a group, the Session held that prayer.

By Elder Lynette DuClos Adelson

2020 Session:

Sandy Tice & Wendy Lamb, Moderators; Amy Smith, Clerk of Session

Class of 2020: David Grindahl, Nancy Horstmann, Alex Smith, Neal Williams

Class of 2021: Lynette DuClos Adelson, Brooke Dvorak, Mark Freeman, Lynda Savage

Class of 2022: Ed Congdon, Carol Cooper, Margaret Doane, Stephanie Fletcher

Norma Lunn was our church sexton. Many people will remember her. She lived in the apartment above the kitchen, dying
there in 2008. She was anything but rich in worldly possessions, but she had a whole life policy, designating the church as
beneficiary. The proceeds of that policy along with donations given in her memory, were used to purchase a new security
system,upgrade theofficephonesystem, invest in theassociatepastor’s house, re-key the locksaroundcampus, andupgrade
computers for the church office. Thank you, Norma

Remembering Those Who Have Remembered Us
By Brooke Dvorak, Stewardship Committee Chair

Professor Tim Usher sent us this invitation to an event at Cal State San Bernardino:

You are invited to join us for a presentation by Tim Ternes, Director of The Saint John’s Bible Project, on Tuesday, April 28,
noon to 1:30 p.m., in PL-5005 (Library Multimedia Center).

Through video, projected imagery, dynamic reproductions andengaging discussion, youwill have the opportunity to see, hear,
and learn more about this inspirational undertaking.

Guests will have the opportunity to turn the pages on full-size, museum-quality art reproductions of the original and see first-
hand the splendor of this work.

The Saint John’s Bible is the first handwritten, monumental, illuminated Bible commissioned by a Benedictine monastery in
the modern era. It was created by scribes in a Scriptorium in Wales under the artistic direction of Donald Jackson, one of the
world’s foremost calligraphers and the Senior Scribe to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Crown Office at the House of Lords.
The Bible was completed in 2011, and its permanent home is the Hill Museum&Manuscript Library at Saint John’s Abbey and
University in Collegeville, Minnesota.

The Saint John’s Bible incorporates many of the characteristics of its medieval predecessors: it was written on vellum, using
quills, natural handmade inks, hand-ground pigments and gild such as gold leaf, silver leaf, and platinum. And yet, it employs
a modern English translation (NRSV) as well as contemporary scripts and illumination.

The program is free and open to the public. Parking is $6.

Light refreshments will be provided.

St. John's Bible Project Presentation
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Prebyterian Women in the Congregation
By Margaret Doane, PW Vice Moderator

The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team met February 3. Moderator Laurie Stafford opened the
meeting with a reading from the book, Space for God; the selection asked us how much of our lives
are we willing to give to God.

Treasurer Nancy Horstmann reported that the Super Bowl Bake Sale netted us $712. Nancy
presented the 2020 PWC budget, and said that Circles are asked as they meet this month to approve the budget. The
Team voted to give three graduating seniors at San Bernardino High School scholarships of $500 each, up from the $300
given in previous years. There is still money in our funds for LifeSkilz, and this money can be used to help offset the rising
costs of breakfasts provided by the Circles.

We also made further plans for our Afternoon Tea, to be held May 9. The Team decided that the charge per ticket will be
$25. Each Circle will provide one or two gift baskets for a raffle, will decorate two tables with fancy china, and will make
one tea item to feed 125 people Carol Cooper will provide the music and Laurie Stafford will be the emcee. We will also
sell costume jewelry brought in by members and priced by members at $25, $10, and $5.

Our Birthday Gathering will be June 1, with Kristi Van Nostrum, Immigrant Accompaniment Organizer, as our speaker.

Homebound cards will be sent out by Friendship Circle in February, and Grace will provide LifeSkilz snacks.

The Women of Circle of Grace

The Circle of Grace is small, with just six active members, three of whom have had their bios in First Pres already. Laurie
Stafford and Nancy Horstmann are officers and appeared in the September 2019 edition; and Sally Morris appeared as
Moderator of the Circle -- the Circle has revolving Moderators -- in the October issue. In addition to the bios of the
members that appear below, Judy Brewer also belongs to Grace.

Debbie Law is a cradle Presbyterian from Phoenix, AZ and grew up in the pews of Historic First Presbyterian Church in
downtownPhoenix.She isa retiredSpeechandLanguagePathologist andSpecialEducation teacher for theCommunicatively
Handicapped of SBCUSD where she worked for 36 years. Her hobbies include volunteering at the Guthrie Music Library,
traveling, gardening, and going to the theater. Debbie has been married to Frank for 40 years and they have two children,
Kelsey and Kevin.

Debbie has been a member of FPCSB for 12 years where she has served as Elder, volunteered with Kid Space and served
with the food ministry. She is currently serving on the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii’s Racial, Ethnic Pastoral
Leadership committee. Debbie has served at various levels of Presbyterian Women within the PC(USA). She served
Presbyterian Women in the Congregation at FPCSB as Vice Moderator and Moderator and is the out-going Moderator of
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Riverside. Debbie was on Presbyterian Women’s Churchwide New Business
Committee (2018) and is currently Presbyterian Women in the Synod’s Vice-Moderator of Gatherings and Conferences.

Brooke Dvorak has been a member of First Pres for three years. She is an Elder and serves as chair of the Stewardship
Committee. She also does Tuesday morning reception and works with LifeSkillz students.

Brooke worked for Arrowhead Credit Union for 36 years. She began as a receptionist and rose to branch manager and
corporate trainer. She describes herself as a "branch opener" because of the large number of branch offices she opened. She
has been retired for nine years.

Brooke's family includes her 93 year-old mom, Betty, who lives with her; and two sons and their wives -- Steve and Marina,
and Jim and Shelley. Cameron is Jim and Shelley's son and Brooke's only biological grandson, but she has ten other adopted
grandchildren. Brooke also has a good friend, John.

Her hobbies include machine embroidery, crocheting, sewing, and reading.
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How does food ministry work at First Pres San Bernardino?
by Sally Morris, food ministry volunteer

Where do we get the food ?

Feeding America in Riverside - Corporate producers such as General Mills, Pillsbury, etc.
donate food to the non-profit, Feeding America, 2950 B Jefferson St., Riverside. F/A, then
passes the products on to non-profits like our church for $.19 per pound . One day each week
two volunteers from our congregation pick up groceries pre-ordered from our church
computer. Workers at the F/A warehouse assemble the order on a pallet. Our volunteer drivers
off-load the products onto their vehicles and bring them back to the church for distribution.

Community Action Partnership (CAP) San Bernardino County’s Food Bank is a private
non-profit agency at 696 S. Tippecanoe that distributes government surplus food. The food is
free to us as one of their distribution sites. On the morning that we do our big monthly bagging,
we send four volunteers with trucks at 9:00 a.m. to pick up this food.

How does the food get to people who need it ?

Bagging of groceries takes place in Fellowship Hall the Friday before our 3rd Saturday
monthly distribution. Two bags per household are prepared. One bag is made up of donations,
purchases from Feeding America, and local retail purchases. A second bag is from CAP, the
government surplus food. Bagging begins about 8:00 and finishes by 10:30 or 11:00 a.m.

Distribution of groceries to our guests takes place from Fellowship Hall the third Saturday of
the month. Guests begin lining up about 6:30 a.m., but volunteers do not arrive until about
8:00 a.m. Any cold or frozen items are removed from the food closet and bagged in plastic
bags. Guests are given numbers in the order of their arrival, and at 9:00 we begin to distribute
the groceries. Volunteers help carry bags to the cars of guests or help them load the food onto
bikes or carts guests have brought with them. We finish about 11:00 a.m. returning any bags
unclaimed to the food closet for distribution from the church office during the following week.

Office distribution of groceries is done by the volunteer receptionists in the weeks between
our Saturday distribution dates. The bags are pre-packed every Sunday and Tuesday by the
Deacons and other members of the congregation under the leadership of the Food Ministry
Committee. Guests may receive one of these “emergency bags” per month.

How can I help ?

- Donate groceries (canned fruit, canned pasta sauce, and peanut butter are especially welcomed)
- Volunteer to pack bags to be given out through the office (could do it on Sunday or Tuesday)
- Be a “bagger” the Friday before the third Saturday’s Distribution (8:00 in Fellowship Hall)
- Help give out food to our guests the third Saturday of the month (8:00 in Fellowship Hall)
- Offer yourself and your vehicle to pick up food at Feeding America (choose your day)
- Offer yourself and your truck to pick up CAP food on “Bagging Day” (9:00 a.m.)
- Use a Deacon envelope in the pew pocket and make a donation to Deacons’ Ministry

Who may I contact?
Dan Direen (Deacon Food Chair), Margaret Doane, Bill McIntosh, Marilyn Kraft , Sally Morris
(Remember, phone numbers and email addresses are available in your Church Directory.)
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March Celebrations

Mar 2 Kristine French

Lynda Savage

Kurt Star

Mar 3 Teofila Rosemarie Fletcher

Asher Gano

Mar 5 Joyce Lyons

Mar 7 Kathy Showman

Mar 9 Sherman Ballard

Brent & Joanna Nord

Mar 12 Richard Rodriguez

Mar 13 Adam Kistner

Dotti Garcia

Mar 14 Kevin Coyne

Breanna Nord

Norma Woodward

Mar 15 Mary Drage

Mar 18 Rebecca Nelligan

Todd & Elizabeth Wright

Mar 20 Jerry Martin

Mar 22 Laura Munz

Mar 23 Ann Aguilera

Grant Garcia

Mar 24 Randy French

Linda Saenz

Mar 26 Marianna Fowles

Mar 27 Noah Alarcon

Noé Falconi

Mar 29 JoAnne Wolf

Reyna Jones

Stephanie Ross

Mar 30 Debora & Ron Holk

Emma Kern

Financial Notes
Financial Report as of January 31, 2020

Actual Budgeted Over/(Under)
Pledges $ 24,453.62 34,072.63 (9,619.01)
Other Income $ 10,435.72 4,201.37 6,234.35
Expense $ 37,823.81 49,306.00 (11,482.19)
Net Income $ (2,934.47) (11,032.00) 8,097.53

Website Photos

Photographs are often taken at church events. These photosmay be used
in the newsletter and/or posted on the church’s public website and social
media platforms. If you object to having a photograph that may contain
your image (or your child’s image) posted on the church website, please
notify the office in writing.

Keep Military Members in Your Prayers

The First Press, the newsletter of the First Presbyterian
Church of San Bernardino, is edited by Wendy Lamb.

Please submit content to Wendy at newsletter@fpcsb.net.
Deadline for the April issue of the

First Press:

Friday, March 20

LCpl Jacob Allen
Cherry Point, North Carolina

PFC Ronaldo Fregoso
US Marine Corps, 29 Palms

Petty Officer Jacob Le Roy
US Navy, Guam

Colonel Jeff Le Roy
US Army Reserve

Seaman Mark Munz
US Navy, San Diego

Private Javier Rocha
US Army, Fort Benning, Georgia

Seaman Robert Sandoval
US Navy, Virginia

Petty Officer Noah L. Wierenga
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Upper Mississippi River

CW3 James Bentley Wilson
US Army, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA
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