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The Magdalene's Blessing
from Circle of Grace by Jan Richardson
John's Gospel tells us it was still dark when Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb and found it
empty. I love that detail—that Easter began in the shadows, well before sunrise. This is the way
resurrection works: it gathers itself in the darkness, beginning in such secrecy and hiddenness
that when it happens, it can be difficult for us to recognize it at first...

You hardly imagined
standing here,
everything you ever loved
suddenly returned to you,
looking you in the eye
and calling your name.

And now
you do not know
how to abide this hole
in the center
of your chest,
where a door
slams shut
and swings open
at the same time,
turning on the hinge
of your aching
and hopeful heart.

I tell you,
this is not a banishment
from the garden.

This is an invitation,
a choice,
a threshold,
a gate.

This is your life
calling to you
from a place
you could never

have dreamed,
but now that you
have glimpsed its edge,
you cannot imagine
choosing any other way.

So let the tears come
as anointing,
as consecration,
and then
let them go.

Let this blessing
gather itself around you.

Let it give you
what you will need
for this journey.

You will not remember
the words—
they do not matter.

All you need to remember
is how it sounded
when you stood
in the place of death
and heard the living
call your name.
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Looking Ahead
Pastor's Perspective...

Some months ago, a friend challenged
me to consider a time of renewal for us
all in 2020, which will be our 14th year
together. This took me by surprise, but I
now think it is God’s invitation.

I gathered a small group of leaders to
help me listen to the Spirit. I asked them:
Could this be a source of fresh energy
and joy for all of us? They were very enthusiastic, so I took the
proposal to Session in March. I asked for permission to write a grant
proposal to the Clergy Renewal Program of the Lilly Endowment.
They encouraged me to do so.

I submitted my 20 page proposal in mid- April. This is how Lilly
describes the program and its purpose: “Clergy Renewal Programs
provide an opportunity for pastors to step away briefly from the
persistent obligations of daily parish life and to engage in a period of
renewal and reflection. Renewal periods are not vacations but times
for intentional exploration and reflection, for drinking again from God's
life-giving waters, for regaining enthusiasm and creativity for
ministry”. Grant recipients will be notified in late August, so there will
be more to say about this then.

The Session startled me by encouraging me to plan this 14-week
undertaking, and told me we should pursue this season of renewal
whether or not the grant is approved.

I am beginning to share this dream with you, because I know that if we
prepare for it together, this time of reflection and exploration can be
used by God to deepen our relationship and refresh us. We have a
year to get ready: this Season of Renewal will begin the week after
Easter next year.

I will tell you much more about what I envision, but my core longing is
to spend some intentional time ‘among the trees’ (see poem), and
consider ways that we might seek God’s message for us in “the Big
Book of Creation”. This is consistent with things we have long loved
as a congregation (Family Camp, backpack trips, etc.) and also with
current practices (camp for FOC kids, and rock-climbing with
LifeSkillz.)

Upon my return, I imagine we will share our joys and discoveries. In
my imagination, all of us would feel more confident in our baptismal
identity: that we too have been called "into the world to go easy, to be
filled with light, and to shine.”

In joyful anticipation,

~Sandy

WHEN I AM AMONG THE TREES

When I am among the trees
Especially the willow and the honey locust
Equally the beech, the oaks, and the pines
they give off such hints of gladness
I would almost say that they save me, and daily.

I am so distant from the hope of myself
In which I have goodness and discernment
And never hurry through the world
But walk slowly
And bow often

Around me the trees stir in their leaves
And call out, “stay awhile.”
The light flows from their branches

And they call again
“it’s simple,” they say,
“and you too have come
Into the world to do this, to go easy
To be filled with light
And to shine.”

- Mary Oliver
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LifeSkillz Celebration
By SANDY TICE
Our first foray into the LifeSkillz program
at San Bernardino High School was in
January of 2014. We invited sophomore
students to an experimental meeting
(and bribed them with pizza.) We asked
them to take a chance on us, and on a
weekly breakfast group designed to build
friendships and support students in their
educational and personal goals. We
planned to ‘test drive’ the group for one
semester, then evaluate and consider
next steps.

In May, when we reminded them we had
2 more weeks of meetings before the end
of school, the students said to us, “Wait-
we’re not going to stop meeting just
because school is out? Are we??”

The adult leaders looked at one another
in alarm and said, “No, of course not!”
We planned a pool party on the spot, and
LifeSkillz was officially permanent. We
walked with those kids through their
graduation day in 2016, and celebrated

them in worship on a Sunday morning.
We gave them small gifts and we
promised to come for them whenever
they might call. It was an astonishing
celebration of how God can do ‘far
beyond all that we ask or imagine’. We
are still connected to several of those
original LIfeSkillz kids, and we have
come to know and love dozens more in
the intervening years.

In a few weeks, we will again celebrate
graduates. We have several seniors-
some who have been interns, some
whom we have known for years, some
we’ve seen less frequently as activities
compete for their time.

On Sunday May 26 (the Sunday of
Memorial Day Weekend) we will
recognize them in worship. We do this to
delight in them, and so that the wider
congregation gets a glimpse of their
goodness. We do this so they will know,
as clearly as we can say it, that they

belong to us,
and will always
have a place
here and
friends in this
community.

We do this to celebrate education in our
community, and students who are
beating the odds by graduating. Some of
them will be the first in their families to
head off to college in the fall. This is
cause for great rejoicing, since it was our
original aim: to help kids complete their
high school education, and seek to use
their gifts for good in the world.

Mostly, though, we do it to honor God.
Like writers of the psalms we gather and
say to one another: “Look at what God
has done! O God, you brought about
things we hardly dared to dream of! You
have made friendships and tenderness
where before there were strangers and
mistrust. You have moved in our hearts
and worked in our neighborhood and
congregation to bring new life and
deeper understanding and fresh joy! You
have called women and men to make
breakfast and bring snacks and
demonstrate caring. You have called us
to befriend these kids and believe in
them, and, much to our surprise, you
have changed US in the process!”

Be sure to join us on Sunday the 26th to
show your support for our seniors, and to
delight in what God has done!

To the steady intern support team of Mark Adelson, and
Rick Rodriguez, former intern now member Alexia Aguilar
broke away from her UCR studies on several occasions
to help guide the interns. In the photo, Alexia is sitting next
to her sister Isely Castenada. We also had sisters Lucia
Vejar & Estafania Vejar. There were two other interns
who you would have thought were sisters and a great
camaraderie all around. The part of the future that
involves these young folks is looking ever so bright.
Thank you to the interns for the work that beautified our
campus and served our neighbors, and to all the
congregational members for financial, supervisory,
training, and prayerful support. A summer internship
program has been proposed to begin with our food
bagging Friday in June. Former interns can be found in
worship, food ministry, and in other aspects of our church
life. Watch out for delightful current & former SBHS
students and if you see anyone you don't know, introduce
yourself! (see photo)

Final Day of 2019 WInter/Spring Term of Interns
Front Row: Alexia Aguilar & Isely Castenada
Middle Row: Lucia Vejar, Estafania Vejar, Gabriela Lopez, and
Cassandra Contreras
Last Row: Mark Adelson, Laila Hernandez, and Rick Rodriguez.

Winter/Spring Interns
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Angelina Ugalde, our
Thursday evening yoga
teacher and Christa
Wallis, marriage and
family therapist, are co-
leading an integrated
workshop on forgiveness
on Saturday, May 18 in
Room 10 from 1:00-3:00
pm.

The workshop will focus
on the topic of
forgiveness and
incorporate gentle yoga
(no prior experience
necessary), information
about the principles of
forgiveness from many
traditions and practical

tools to pursue your own pathway to forgiveness. As ‘Easter People’ we live
our lives as forgiven ones but putting this into practice is often more difficult
than anticipated. Come join us and learn how to be forgiving humans who
make this world a kinder, better place.

Why Are They Wearing Those Atrocious Vests?
By DAVE THOMAS, Safety and Security Coordinator

Many of you have asked why are the
Ushers wearing those bright yellow
reflective vests.....many people have
wondered....is Judy Steppins performing
some type of community service at our
church?, Is Judy Brewer moonlighting as
a crossing guard? or did Dave Thomas
just miserably fail fashion design school?
Well the answer to all these questions is
no but the vests do serve an important
part for our safety team and our
congregation.

An easy method of identification for
visitors to our church: We occasionally
have visitors to our church that have a
question and the vests provide an easy
means of who to ask if someone has a
question.

A deterrent to people who are looking
to take advantage of our
congregation: Our Ushers are
frequently patrolling the grounds during
church service. Just the visual presence
of our vests has made several suspicious
people take notice of us and walk away.

An easy means for us to give
directions in the event of an
emergency: In the unlikely event our
Ushers need to give emergency
directions to our congregation, we're
easy to identify and it's easy for the
Ushers to visually locate each other.

They hold our two way radios: The
vests were selected because of pockets
that conveniently hold our two way radios
for easy access.

A way for us to visually communicate
with Sandy and Wendy: We
currently do not have a way for
the Ushers to verbally
communicate an issue to Sandy
or Wendy during the service.
The vests provide an important
way to visually alert Sandy and
Wendy that we may be needing
to deal with a situation such as
escorting a disruptive visitor out
of the sanctuary. In addition,
Sandy wants the Ushers to
wear the vests for the reasons
listed above.

I hope this helps in clarifying why our
Ushers need these essential vests. If
anyone is
interested in
joining our safety
team, please let
me know. It's a
fun way to see
what happens
behind the
scenes during
church service.

Pathways to Forgiveness

The Kindred Corporation airbrushed
our vests for free as a favor to Dave

Thomas, safety and security
coordinator. If you have this kind of

printing project, check them out.
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A note from FPCCC
By SALLY EARP

FPCCC Earth Day campus clean up crew! The Pre-K class spent a half
hour on Monday, April 22nd cleaning up trash around the FPCSB campus.

Prebyterian Women in the Congregation
By CLAUDIA OAKES and CAROL VALENTINE, PW Co-Moderators
Several of us attended the PW Presbytery Afternoon Tea on Saturday, April 13, in Beaumont. It was a lovely
afternoon, fancy hats and all. We gathered to raise funds for Presbyterian Women’s 2019 USA Mission
Experience and our Synod Representative, Gayle Timilione from the Redlands church. It will be held this
summer in upstate New York. Gayle was duly installed and anxious to attend and represent our Synod.

MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Our Spring PWC Gathering and PW Birthday Celebration

The evening’s guest speaker will be our own Susan Skogland! She’ll give us an overview regarding the Birthday Offering, and,
she’ll share her personal history regarding her extensive involvement in PW from our local church PW to National PW Positions.
Susan has been a force in shaping the PW today. We’ll vote on simple Bylaw changes, and we’ll install the 2019-2020 PWCT
Officers. All are welcome! Come join us for birthday cake, a bit of PW history, and fellowship!

PWS Summer Conference at Chapman University: July 19-21, 2019—Registration begins in April. PWCT, and your Circle
Moderators will have informational fliers to hand out. If you’re going for the three-day experience it’s wonderful beyond words,
but if you can only attend one day, the Saturday is filled with speakers, workshops, and lots of singing and fun. This is a great
time to expand your knowledge of Presbyterian Women and learn what other PW’s are doing across our Synod.

REMINDER: The first Sunday of the month Free Trade Coffee Sales continue, following worship at Coffee in the
Fellowship Hall.

May 19
All Church Camp Meeting:

If you would like to help organize All
Church Camp for the last weekend
on September, please meet after
worship in the library on May 19.

This meeting is for people who want
to form a team to do the work so

that the event can happen.

See Mary Bolaños if you have
questions or a date conflict, but you

still want to help.

Contemplative Worship Service
Sunday morning, May 19.
We are bringing elements of our quarterly healing services into our regular morning
worship service on May 19. Along with regular worship elements, we will sing Taizé
style refrains and offer prayer and healing stations.
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Session Highlights -- Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Pastor Lamb opened the meeting with
prayer and read from John 20:19 when
Jesus reveals himself to the disciples
following his crucifixion. He breaths on
them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
We, too, have been given the Holy Spirit
and will prepare to receive this great gift
Pentecost Sunday, June 9th.

The consent agenda was approved.
Items of note include attendance at 2019
Easter service was 230, compared to
271 in 2018. Worship Committee is
inviting anyone who would like a copy (or
copies) of the older blue hymnals to take
them. They will be available in
Fellowship Hall following worship.
Deacons report distribution of food bags
in 2019 at 402 double, 39 single, 500 in
the office, and 74 homeless. If you are
interested in helping with this outreach
effort, please contact any deacon.
Buildings and Grounds shared sanctuary
roof repairs are completed at a cost of
$72,000. To date, one offer has been
made for the property at 1875 North “D”
but was far below the asking price. Clerk
of Session, Amy Smith, along with office
staff, is working with an accountant on a
financial review of our current practices.

A request was submitted and approved
to continue the Building and Landscape
Internship Program for Summer 2019.
Six interns and one supervisor will
continue working on the church grounds
and other projects.

There was a general discussion of
FPCSB’s use of technology—is there
more we can do with technology and do
all staff have the needed equipment and
programs.

There was a brief discussion regarding
FPCSB members knowing who the
elders are, their function, and where
each is focusing on church needs and
issues. Upcoming issues of the
newsletter will highlight each committee,
its members and mission. In the
meantime, here is a listing of committees
and chairs:

Buildings&Grounds – Dale Showman

Nurture - Mary Bolaños

Stewardship – Brent Nord

Worship – John Garten-Shuman

Clerk of Session – Amy Smith

Deacon Moderator – Pat Morris

The meeting closed with prayer and
extinguishing of the Christ candle.

We spent this Lenten season in reflection
and fasting. Let us move surely and
hopefully toward the miracle of Christ’s
resurrection. He has Risen. He has
Risen Indeed!

If you would like more information on any
of these items, please contact a current
Ruling Elder.

With much love and blessings,

John Garten-Shuman, Elder

By ELDER JOHN GARTEN-SHUMAN

2019 Session by Committee:
Sandy Tice, Moderator; Amy Smith, Clerk of Session

Building and Grounds: Dale Showman (Chair), Mark Freeman, David Grindahl, Neal Williams
Financial Stewardship: Brent Nord (Chair), Brooke Dvorak

Nurture: Mary Bolaños (Chair), Nancy Horstmann, Lynda Savage
Worship: John Garten-Shuman (Chair), Lynette DuClos Adelson, Kyle Smith

2019 Deacon Board by Committee:
Pat Morris, Moderator; Steve Smith, Pastoral Support

Congregational Care: Robin Edwards, Linda Kaufman, Martha Pinckney, Judy Steppins
Community Ministry: Marissa Congdon, Stephani Congdon, Amy Rueda, Brad Smith

Food Ministry: Dan Direen (Chair), Sue Alexander, Mario Bolaños,
Marianna Fowles, Charlotte Pringle, Jim Siegmund
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Symphonie Jeunesse at First Pres
By MARILYN KRAFT
Symphonie Jeunesse of San Bernardino
is a youth orchestra providing
opportunities for musical study and
performance to middle and high school
students (12-19 years old), who receive
training and study in orchestral and
chamber music literature for stringed
instruments. Students in San
Bernardino and the surrounding areas
often do not have the resources to seek
private study but Symphonie Jeunesse
provides professional training to all
students who demonstrate an eagerness
to pursue advanced study in music. If you
are at First Presbyterian Church on a
Saturday morning, you will find them
practicing in Fireside Lounge, Fellowship
Hall, or Room 12. Symphonie Jeunesse
typically offers 2 concerts per year here
at their home practice church - Mother's
Day, and a holiday concert. They also
perform at other local churches. Their

group orchestra photo is taken in front of
our Fellowship Hall stage. Symphonie
Jeunesse is celebrating its 11th year.
Michelle Tacchia is their founder and
conductor. You can learn more about
them at

http://www.symphoniejeunesse.org/
but the best way is to come hear them in
concert.

Mother’s Day Concert
Sunday, May 12, 2019

at 3:00 p.m.
at First Presbyterian Church

1900 N. D Street
San Bernardino CA 92405
~ Reception to Follow ~

No Tickets Required

There is a place in the epistles where
Paul tells a young church that they carry
the treasure of Christ and the grace of
God in their fragile human bodies- he
compares them to ‘earthen vessels’-
humble, and breakable, and
impermanent. The great gift of God’s
presence is what gives these clay jars
great beauty and preciousness.

I have been thinking about this because
it reminds me of our sanctuary. It is made
of impermanent things: brick and mortar,
cushions and pews, glass and symbols
we treasure. And recently, it has become
leaky: showing us it’s impermanent and
fragile nature.

Though ours is a high quality roof, it is 40

feet up (no shade, ever!) and in our
desert climate (sun! sun! sun!) it has
deteriorated pretty rapidly. This winter it
began to leak in earnest, soaking carpet
and some pew cushions, damaging paint
near the 2nd tall window from the back,
damaging the wood and finish on some
pews, and threatening more.

The Session knew we needed to act.
Bids were solicited, and the best one
chosen. Work could not begin until 2
weeks of sunshine were anticipated.
They started early April. On the
weekdays, (when most of you were not
here) Solar panels were removed with
care and stored, the roof was repaired (it
took about a week of workmen up on
ladders) and then panels were replaced.

This was extraordinarily expensive,
about $73,000.00 all told.

I am writing to make sure the whole
church family and our friends know what
we’ve been navigating. I also want to
invite you to help heal this financial blow
if you are able.

This imperfect and impermanent
structure holds our common life, and
gives us a space to encounter the
treasure of the presence of God. And so
we cherish it, and tend it with care. If you
are in a position to help offset these
costs, it would be wonderful to have your
help with this. Thanks be to God for our
spiritual home.

Life in Earthen Vessels
By SANDY TICE
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Katrina Johnston
Church member and granddaughter of Jeanne Clark

will be graduating from Citrus Valley High School, Redlands, California in June.
She plans to attend Riverside City College to study film making.

Erin Wiens St. John
Granddaughter of Marion Wiens

received her Bachelor's degree from the Johnston Center for Innovative Learning
at the University of Redlands on April 26, 2019

where she studied in the field of religion with an emphasis on reinvigorating Christianity in our day.
Erin has been a regular part of our congregation for the four years of her time at the University of

Redlands, singing in our choir, teaching a Fireside Room Adult Education class, and benefitting from
a tutorial with Pastor Sandy on effective preaching.

Jake Obershaw
Grandson of Chuck and Shelby Obershow and nephew of Lisa Durham Obershaw

will be graduating June 18 from Lick-Wilmerding High School in San Francisco.

Celebrating our Graduates!

Triennium Commissioning. We commissioned 5 students and 1
adult advisor as delegates to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.
from left: Brent Nord, Maddie Ramirez, Abby Willis, Ryan Nord,
Aidan Morris, Katrina Johnston

Youth Sunday 2019: Senior Katrina Johnston
preaches her sermon.
What do you find difficult to believe because you
can't see it?



Page 9 First Press Volume 56, Issue 2

If you are planning to attend this Iftar Dinner, please sign up at the reception desk.
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May Celebrations
May 1 Lily Bolaños

Aidan Morris
May 4 Jonathan Lee

Erika Mantei
May 5 Lori Edwards

Alden Scott McGarvey
May 6 Kaiyah Dubois

Katie Willis
May 7 Maggie Willis
May 8 Virginia Usher

George & Shelley
Biddlecombe

May 9 Chasin Bricker
Rosalind Mantei
Phil Savage III

May 10 Marissa Congdon
Susan Skoglund

May 11 Tinka Ponder
May 12 Blaine Kern

Wendy Lamb
May 14 Carol Coyne
May 15 Lynn Usher
May 16 Jim Babcock
May 17 Sharon Louise Landeros

Wanda Skipper
Tim & Lynn Usher

May 21 Rena Nolin
May 23 Jim Morris
May 24 Penny Ramirez
May 27 Jenna Garza Schneider
May 28 Mark Adelson

Jon Preciado
Maria Saenz
Al & Mindy Rueda
Dale & Kathy Showman

May 31 Larry & Jeannie Marona

Financial Notes
Financial Report as of March 31, 2019

Actual Budgeted Over/(Under)
Pledges $ 94,404.64 97,500.00 (3,095.36)
Other Income $ 18,374.31 15,719.00 2,655.31
Expense $122,549.30 140,928.89 (18,379.59)
Net Income $ (9,770.35) (27,709.89) 17,939.54

Website Photos
Photographs are often taken at church events. These photos may be used
in the newsletter and/or posted on the church’s public website and social
media platforms. If you object to having a photograph that may contain
your image (or your child’s image) posted on the church website, please
notify the office in writing.

Keep Military Members in Your Prayers

The First Press, the newsletter of the First Presbyterian
Church of San Bernardino, is edited by Wendy Lamb.

Please submit content to Wendy at newsletter@fpcsb.net.
Deadline for the June issue of the

First Press:
Monday, May 20

LCpl Jacob Allen
Naval School of Music, Virginia

PFC Ronaldo Fregoso
US Marine Corps, 29 Palms

Colonel David Le Roy
McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey

Petty Officer Jacob Le Roy
US Navy, Guam

Colonel Jeff Le Roy
US Army Reserve

Seaman Mark Munz
US Navy, San Diego

Private Javier Rocha
US Army, Fort Benning, Georgia

Seaman Robert Sandoval
US Navy, Japan

Petty Officer Noah L. Wierenga
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Upper Mississippi River

CW3 James Bentley Wilson
US Army, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA
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